Books of the 'Day
NEW NOVELS

ELIZABETHAN SUSSEX

SUPERSTITION CORNER. By SHEILA KAVE-
» SMim, (Cassell. 7. 6d. net)

In this story of Elizabethan Sussex in

Roman_Catholics were naturally -more
unpopular in England than ever before
or since. ‘Those' were the last threc
months of Kate Alard’s life. At
the beginning she is a squire’s daughter.
Her father's influence saves her from the
Tegal penalties of recusancy. Her attempt
to celebrate Mass.

too much from penal laws to wish to
enforce them. Besic igion the story
contains one tragic love intrigue, and
many striking_pictures of Elizabethan
ussex, when putrid fever (of which Kate
died) was treated with infusion of ragwort,
when hops in ale were thought to give
a Protestant taste, when squires and
their daughters spoke pure Sussex, and
when windows were still often. unglazed.
Kate dreaded being shut up behind glass.
14A. By LAURA RIDING and GEORGE
ELUnGe. (Acthur Barker. 7s. 6d. net)
‘This complicated history, or series of
histories, is handled with great lightness
and dexterity. The form of the narra-
tive approximates o that of a play: the
characters arc neatly epitomized on intro-
duction, and their dialogue, which is very
amusing and well-managed and occupies
‘most of the book, is sct out in play form,
The action is centred in the affairs of
Hugh, an Irish poet, Maurcen, his wife,
whom he leaves at the beginning of the
ook, Catherine, with whom he goes to
i ondon, and several other inhabi-
tants of 14, the house in which Catherine
has a flat. There are many subsidiary
characters; notable among whom are
Dorothy, whose attempts to establish a
“ Culture Centre * for psychic communion
provide much entertainment; Jancy and
Billy, an actress and a ballet dancer, who
ave a love story of their own; and Joho,
*a sort of theatrical odd-jobs man,” very
‘much a man-of-the-world and a great help
in difficult situations. The briskness and
<conomy with which the whole narrative
is conducted enable us to unravel the
involved threads of the story without
‘confusion.

THE WOMAN Wi HAD IVAGINATION And,
Other Stories. By H. E. BATES. (Cape.
75. 6d. net)

With “The Fallow Land” Mr. Bates
stepped decisively beyond the achieve-
ment of any of his earlier novels, and now
with the present volume he makes a no
fess marked advance as a writer of short
stories. His tales have, what current short
story writing of the more litcrary type so
often lacks, a real vitality, a kind of sunlit
vivacity of phrasé and incident, which
gives brightness to stories even of rela-
tivelysombre-theme. - His rangeis wide;
and scems increasing; he can mingle
comedy and emotion with a fine balance,
He is always sensitive, often tender, and
has’a fine_detachment i narrative and
power of complete cvocation in descrip-
tion, as’ e writes of lickering

butterflies electric with sunlight, scraps of
turquoise “and  lemion, " tortoiseshell and

/ivory, soft and light as flying flowers,” or of

= brown boots as polished as a chestnut.”
‘To name individual storiess,in this collec-
tion of 14, but to isolate the best among
what are ‘all, withbut one or at most

. ptions, extremely good.  Yet

“The Lily." the title-story, “ Time,” * A

German 1dyll," “ The Watérfall,” “TIrino-

cence,” and best of all *“The Gleaner,” do

THE OLDEST INHABITANT." By EDEN PHILL-
POTTS. _(Hutchinson. 7s. 6d. net)
Mr. Phillpotts might have called his
eponymous hero the Rustic Machiavelli,
for the intricate schemings by which
* Granfer " Otter arranges and rearran;

moves the men on his beloved draught-
board, are fite less remarkable. ' Their
sentiments are unimpeachable and their
language, of which they all have 4
most astonishing command, in keeping.
* Granfer ™ equals them all in volubility
and completely outdoes them in cunning,

i he

chuckle delightedly over this new ex, 0si-

tion of the craftiness and simple duplicity

of the rustic mind.

WINTERFIELD, By MarioRtE Boor. (Ivor
Nicholson and Watson. 7s. 6d. net.)
Miss Booth's new novel is an extremely

interesting and well-written psychological

study of a_man imprisoned in' his own

who is studying to be an architect,
His wife, Elinor, has left him, after betray.
ing him Wi oung cousin Louis, who
Tived with them. Conscientious in his daily
‘work, Mark likes to idealize himself as the
friend and benefactor of his customers,
but: behind this outward semblance his
mind works ceaselessly, preying on itself.

e marrics " Catherine Lawrenice, _his
assistant. For a short time he comes out
of his_gloomy prison, but in spite of
Catherine's . charm and _ transparent
Honesty the old mania_reasserts itself,
He s racked with groundiess suspicions of
the fecling between his wife and his son.
Julian; a nice normal boy, begins to avoid
his_father, whose moods_irritate and
puzzle him. Catherine, terrified by Mark,
confidés in an old friend who, sceing

Kensington Gardens, looking for Julian,
and ‘there -his misergble brain ceases its
mad self-torturing. This is a short but
masterly analysis of a mind deranged by
wclE-pity and jealousy.





